338                      SIR FRANCIS DRAKE.

who makes it equally dangerous to yield as. to resist, and
who leaves his enemies no hopes but from victory.

What riches they acquired is not particularly related;
but it is not to be doubted, that the plunder of so .many
vessels, together with the silver which they seized at
Nombre de Dios, must amount to a very large sum, though
the part that was allotted to Drake \?as. not sufficient to
lull him in effeminacy, or to repress his natural inclination
to adventures.

They arrived at Plymouth on the 9th of August, 1573,
on Sunday, in the afternoon; and so much were ftie peo-
ple delighted with the news of their arrival, that they left
the preacher, and ran in crowds to the quay, with shouts
and congratulations.

Drake having, in his former expedition, had a view of
the south sea, and formed a resolution to sail upon it, did
not suffer himself to be diverted from his design by the
prospect of any difficulties that might obstruct the attempt,
nor any.dangers that might attend the execution; obsta-
cles which brave men often find it much more easy to over-
come, than secret envy and domestick treachery.

Drake's reputation was now sufficiently advanced to in-
cite detraction and opposition; and it is easy to imagine,
that a man by nature super! our to mean artifices, and bred,
from his earliest years, to the labour and hardships of a sea-
life, was very little acquainted with policy and intrigue,
very little versed in the methods of application to the power-
ful and great, and unable to obviate the practices of those
whom his merit had made his enemies.

Nor are such the only opponents of great enterprises:
there are some men, of narrow views and grovelling concep-
tions, who, without the instigation of personal malice, treat
every new attempt, as wild and chimerical, and look upon
every endeavour to depart from the beaten track, as the
rash effort of a warm imagination, or the glittering specu-
lation of an exalted mind, that may please and dazzle for a
time, but can produce uo real or lasting advantage.